
 
 

CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH FOUNDATION 
2605 Westdale Road, Lawrence, KS 66049 
REPORT TO FRIENDS AND FELLOWS 

September 1, 20011 through August 31, 2012 
Dear Friends, 
 
 The Conservation and Research Foundation has funded 27 grants in the past year 
totaling $37,300.00 thanks to the income from our endowment and the generous support 
of our annual donor contributions. Our tax-exempt status has been maintained thanks to 
these yearly donations. 
 
 This has been a historically hot year here in the mid-west with record-breaking 
heat and drought. Many of the crops including corn and soybeans have been ruined in our 
nation’s “breadbasket”.  Monsanto and Dupont, the companies selling genetically 
engineered corn and soybean seeds which have been altered to make crops more insect, 
fungus and drought resistant, also have engineered them to be infertile so farmers must 
purchase new seeds each year. With so many crop failures, many farmers may have a 
hard time affording new seeds in the coming year. Fewer people here are now denying 
the reality of global warming as the arctic ice has melted to record lows this summer. 
 
 With the current increase in internet access throughout the world, our little 
foundation has experienced a significant increase in requests from foreign countries 
including Africa, India, the Caribbean, South and Central America as well as from the 
U.S., Canada and Mexico. Our current priorities for funding have focused on global 
overpopulation and conservation of natural resources including preservation of land, 
water and the plants and animals that depend on them. 
 

We wish to thank our loyal donors who help to fund our grants and keep our 
501(c)3 tax-exempt status as a public foundation. We are also grateful to the Trustees and 
Officers who so kindly volunteer their expertise to guide the Foundation’s efforts. We 
hope you will find some of our project updates informative and that you will join us in 
supporting the new proposals we find worthy of our financial backing. 

 
Mary G. Wetzel, President 

 
Population 
 

Over the years, our Foundation has focused on the problem of global 
overpopulation and its impact on the environment. It is a difficult task to convince people 
that having fewer children can be a global priority which will benefit them personally as 
well as help to create a sustainable world. Dr. Henry Bishop, one of our past grantees, has 
explained this convincingly in a brief video he shares on our website at 
http://conservationresearch.wordpress.com. In the past year, we have donated $500 to 
PCI Media Impact for their program in 15 Eastern Caribbean States to create radio 



dramas and workshops to educate islanders on family planning, HIV/AIDS, 
sustainability, resource conservation and climate change. They have also extended their 
outreach to other countries including launching a new program in Ghana. 

 
Population Media Center (PMC) has received $1,000 from our Foundation this 

year towards their programs which include mass media worldwide emphasizing family 
planning and achieving a sustainable population.  Their new initiatives include projects in 
West Africa, Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso and Benin. We have provided financial support  
for thirteen prior years to help them produce radio-dramas in local languages using local 
actors and emphasizing regional themes which are very popular with viewers. 
 
Preservation of Ecosystems 
 
 The Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI) has celebrated its 30 year anniversary this 
year under the inspirational leadership of Amory Lovins. The Institute has grown from a 
small think-tank to an impressive “independent entreprenural non-profit think-and-do 
tank” which researches strategies to solve environmental problems such as the transition 
from oil and coal to solar, geothermal and wind technologies. Their recent efforts have 
included retrofitting older buildings including skyscrapers and industrial buildings to save 
up to 40% in energy costs and pioneering solar energy solutions. Their emphasis has 
always been to institute change in energy sources while saving natural resources and 
reducing our carbon footprint by reducing carbon dioxide production which causes global 
warming. Our Foundation has supported RMI for a number of years for their leadership 
in innovative environmental technologies. In 2011 we contributed $500.00 to their recent 
solar initiative, encouraging new technologies which help make this source of energy 
more economically competitive. Their emphasis is on the pragmatic changes which will 
lead to profitable results while accomplishing their goal of reduced dependence on fossil 
fuels. Their program involves an aggressive campaign to introduce their strategies to 
business, military and policy leaders.  
 
 In 2011, the Foundation gave the Western Lands Project (WLP) $2,000.00 in 
general support for their program, the goal of which is to keep public lands public. Their 
multifaceted strategy includes the organization’s role as a government watchdog, citizen 
outreach and aid to shape national policy regarding guardianship of public lands. Legal 
challenges to land sales and swaps often take years to settle and the WPL lawyers 
contesting these deals need financial and moral support to persevere. The Western Lands 
Project is currently still monitoring land-swaps between the government and commercial 
land owners in Idaho, California, Colorado and Wyoming. In Idaho, a swap of 25,000 
acres of National Forest to Western Pacific Timber for 39,000 acres of clear-cut forest in 
the upper Lochsa River is still being contested. In California, the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) proposes to trade away almost 6,000 acres of public land for less 
than 1,500 acres of tribal lands. The 6,000 acres of forest could then be developed and 
closed to the public while its wildlife habitat would no longer be protected. In Wyoming, 
the BLM is proposing to exchange 3,500 acres of public land to a commercial oil 
company for development in exchange for 160 acres of private land. The anticipated 
severe environmental damage to the land as a consequence of drilling operations is being 



emphasized as this land exchange is being evaluated. WLP’s educational outreach helps 
local groups understand legal options available to protect public land from privatization 
and exploitation. Their “Solar Done Right” coalition has advocated for solar development 
on rooftops of existing buildings rather than on ecologically fragile desert sites. The BLM 
has proposed opening up a shocking 22 million acres of the Southwest to industrial solar 
development which is being contested by WLP. 
 

The Connecticut River Watershed Council received $2,000 from our Foundation 
in 2011 to advocate for improved ecological health and recreational opportunities for 
over 175 miles of the Connecticut River as five hydroelectric generating stations enter 
licensing review. They are in their sixth year in their attempt to stop thermal pollution 
from the Vermont Yankee nuclear plant, gathering important data which will allow 
Vermont’s Agency of Natural Resources to issue a new and stronger Clean Water Act 
permit for Entergy’s Vermont Yankee facility. 

 
WildEarth Guardians received $2,500 in 2011 to support a legal intern to work 

with the organization to promote their ongoing projects. Their emphasis is on finding 
ways to promote peaceful coexistence between residents of western states and the wild 
animals which inhabit these areas. They have worked with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture to halt the annual killing of some 100,000 native carnivores every year on 
behalf of agribusinesses and public land ranchers. This initiative includes prohibition of 
trapping and poisoning of wolverines and lynx in Montanan and New Mexico as well as 
protecting wolves in the American west. In the Jemez Mountains of Northern New 
Mexico  devastated by a huge wildfire in 2011, they have helped dozens of volunteers to 
plant more than 100,000 cottonwoods, willows, alders and aspens to help restore habitat 
and repair watersheds devastated by the fire. 

 
Taza Schaming received a grant of $1,000 to do research on the impact of white 

pine (Pinus albicaulis) mortality on Clark’s Nutcracker (Nucifraga columbians) 
demography and habitat use in the Yellowstone  Ecosystem. Pines in the western United 
States have been hit hard by the pine bark beetle. Nutcrackers are essential to protect as 
they are the primary seed dispersers for at least ten conifer species in western North 
America. Her technique includes trapping, banding and radio-tracking to document the 
bird’s behavior. 

 
Planet Drum Foundation was supported with a $2,000 grant to pursue a project to 

control soil erosion in the Tio Chone Bioregion and surrounding areas in Bahia de 
Caraquez, Ecuador. This group grows native trees including fruit-bearing trees in 
greenhouses and subsequently plants them during the rainy season in this Dry Tropical 
Forest. The project is working to alleviate severe erosion problems which cause 
mudslides. The group involves local residents and serves as an educational outreach. 
More than 5,000 tree seedlings were produced this past year. They have been planting 
trees in the area for the past 12 years. 

 
Utah Environmental Congress (UEC) received $2,500 in 2011 for their ongoing 

Forest Monitoring Program. They report that our funds contributed directly to the 



improved management of National Forest Lands throughout Utah. This includes 
increased protection of vulnerable wildlife and increased public education regarding 
threats to National Forests. This is a difficult period politically and economically for 
protection of the natural environment as National Forests and wildlife are under direct 
attack from a variety of interests. As an example, the U.S. House of Representatives has 
passed  HR 4089, the “Sportsman’s Heritage Act” which is now before the Senate, 
supposedly “to protect and enhance opportunities for recreational hunting, fishing and 
shooting”.  As written, the bill would eliminate the 1964 Wilderness Act protections and 
waive prohibitions on motorized vehicles and equipment, structures and installations for 
any activity related to hunting, angling and shooting in wilderness areas.  UEC is trying 
to prevent this legislation from becoming law. 

 
Environmental Education 

 
Amy Dickman, a member of the Wildlife Conservation Research Unit 

(WildCRU), received $5,000 from our Foundation in 2011 to study field ecology and 
conservation in the Ruaha National Park in the middle of Tanzania. Her focus has been to 
mitigate conflict between native tribesmen and the carnivores, including lions, which 
inhabit this area and are becoming endangered species.  By teaching villagers how to 
better protect their flocks and paying them for domestic animals documented to have 
been killed by carnivores, there has been progress in reducing traps and carnivore deaths 
from hunting. 

 
The Ya’axche Conservation Trust was awarded $1,000 in 2011 for a project titled 

“Building Future Leaders in Belize’s Indigenous Communities through Educational 
Opportunity”. The project has supported 18 students from indigenous villages to attend 
high school during the 2011-2012 school year. The Ya’axche Conservation Trust 
manages 15,000 acres of pristine tropical rainforest in southern Belize containing 
important sources of biodiversity. This area requires support from local communities 
which surround the area and education provides a path to teach the importance of 
maintaining the integrity of the environment. 

 
GRANTS: September 1, 2010 to August 31, 2011 

               Date         Amount 
 
Action for Protection of Wild Animals (APOWA), Orisa, India      2011 $1,000 
 Protecting and helping conserve endangered Ridley sea turtle. 
 
Agroforestry development for species conservation  and       2011 $1,000 
 livelihood security of Pastoralists in Wadi Allaqi 
 Biosphere reserve, eastern desert, Egypt. 
 
Bale Monkey in southern Ethiopia. Conservation and comparative       2011 $2,000 

behavioral ecology of the threatened species studying  
population, diet and range habitat. 

 



Bird Book Project. Funds to help provide travel, tools, collection      2011 $2,000 
expenses for production of a bird book. 

 
Caura Futures. Caura River Basin, Belize. Building cultural       2011 $1,000 
 library involving Ye’kwana people’s culture and  
 traditions involving plants and animals. 
 
Centro de Ecologia y Biodiversidad. Frank Azorse Salazar.       2011 $2,000 
 Training program in ecology to offer courses in ants,  

Scarabs and bats offering international instructors  
In Lima, Peru.  

 
Community Managed Vulture Safe Zone for critically endangered      2011 $1,000 
 vulture species in Nepal. Sagar Paudel. Vulture species  
 deaths caused by veterinary drug “diclofenac”. Establish 
 vulture safe feeding areas. 
 
Connecticut River Watershed Council. Connecticut Vermont       2011 $2,000 

Yankee nuclear power plant legal challenge to thermal  
discharge and tritium contamination of ground water and 
the Connecticut River. 

 
Environmental Teachers’ Association. Keyondo Fred.       2011   $500 
 Project to conserve medicinal plants through school 
 herbal gardens in Kampala, Uganda. 
 
Genetic assessment of commercial shark fisheries in the East      2011 $1,000 
 Pacific to improve management and conservation. 
  
Institute de Pespuisas Ecologicas (IPE). Jaguar as landscape       2011    $500 
 Detective for the Atlantic Forest, Brazil. Larry Junior. 
 
Lamp for Future Life. Padmore Quansha. Proposal on        2011   $300 

community based environmental education in central  
Ghana, West Africa. Proposes to teach children about  
deforestation and increase environmental stewardship. 

  
Living Oceans. Support for initiatives for a healthy ocean in       2011    $500 

Canada, especially protection of salmon and tanker  
transport of tar sands oil. 

 
Planet Drum Foundation. Project to fund reforestation and        2011 $2,000 

erosion control for five cities in coastal Ecuador. 
 
 
 



PCI Media Impact (PCI). Suppoet for a program in 15 Eastern      2011    $500 
Caribbean States to create radio dramas and workshops 
to educate islanders on family planning, HIV/AIDS,  
sustainability, resource conservation and climate change. 

 
Population Survey of African Buffalo in Ruaha National Park,      2011 $3,000 
 Tanzania. Survey fecal bacterium causing bovine 
 Tuberculosis by Dr. Annette Roug. 
 
Population Media Center (PMC). Institutional program support.      2011 $1,000 
    TV and radio broadcasts on family planning, AIDS 
    education and environmental issues in 50 countries. 
 
Prairie Biotic Research, Inc. All volunteer organization supporting      2011    $500 

small grants to study any species in U.S. prairies and  
savannas.  

 
Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI). Solar energy initiative and other       2011    $500 
 ongoing environmental programs. 
 
Ruaha Carnivore Project. Amy Dickman, Tanzania. Ecological      2011 $5,000 
 Data collection on large carnivores threatened by land use.  

 
SANCCOB, Southern African Foundation for the Conservation of      2011    $500 

 Coastal Birds. Rescue, rehabilitation and conservation of  
 sea birds, especially penguins. 

 
Schaming, Taza. Study on the impact of whitebark pine mortality      2011 $1,000 
 On Clark’s Nutcracker demography and habitat use. 

 
The Nature Conservancy, Vermont Chapter.         2011 $1,000 
 iMap of invasive species. 

 
Utah Environmental Congress. Forest monitoring program in      2011 $2,500 
 Utah to protect forest ecosystems. 
 
Western Lands Project.               2011 $2,000 

This watchdog organization dedicated to exposing  
governmental exchanges and sales of public lands.  
Supporting solar installations on built areas rather than  
public deserts. 
 

Wild Earth Guardians. Proposal to pay legal interns to learn       2011 $2,500 
 environmental law.  
                                                           _______ 
         Total           $37,300 


