
 
 

CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH FOUNDATION 
2605 Westdale Road, Lawrence, KS 66049 
REPORT TO FRIENDS AND FELLOWS 

September 1, 2012 through August 31, 2013 
Dear Friends, 
 
 The seasons turn and the earth struggles with new challenges. Last year it was 
melting ice caps and drought in our nation’s heartland. This year the ice caps melt yet 
faster and the drought is worst in the southwest with forest fires consuming hundreds of 
square miles of forest and lapping at the edges of towns and Yosemite National Park. 
Meanwhile, the southeastern United States has had so much rain that melons and 
squashes are rotting on the vine. Worldwide, floods, storms and droughts abound. 
 
 The Trustees of the Conservation and Research Foundation continue to find 
creative ways to help individuals and organizations improve our environment with startup 
funds or continuing support. The Foundation has funded 8 grants in the past year totaling 
$33,000.00, about half from income from our endowment and half from the generous 
support of our annual donors. Our tax-exempt status has been maintained thanks to these 
yearly donations. We hope that you will find our mission worthy of your support. We 
invite you to visit our website for more information on the Foundation at: 
http://conservationresearch.wordpress.com.  

 
Mary G. Wetzel, President 

 
Population 
 

Over the years, our Foundation has focused on the problem of global 
overpopulation and its impact on the environment. It is a difficult task to convince people 
that having fewer children can be a global priority which will benefit them personally as 
well as help to create a sustainable world. In the past year, we have donated $2,000 to 
PCI Media Impact for their programs including those in 15 Eastern Caribbean States to 
create radio and television dramas and workshops to educate islanders on family 
planning, HIV/AIDS, sustainability, resource conservation and climate change. Climate 
change threatens island communities and there is great need to educate the population to 
build resilience against climate threats. PCI has also extended their outreach to other 
countries including Peru, Bolivia, Columbia, Tanzania and Ghana. They have been 
awarded four prestigious awards in the past year for their outstanding communications 
campaigns and non-profit watchdog activities. 

 
Population Media Center (PMC) has received $5,000 from our Foundation this 

year towards their programs which include mass media worldwide emphasizing family 
planning and achieving a sustainable population.  Over the past 15 years they have 
worked or collaborated in 45 countries around the world. Current operations include 
Ethiopia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso, Nigeria, Vietnam, Haiti and the United 



States. Their new initiatives include projects in Burundi, DR Congo, Uganda and China.  
We have provided financial support for thirteen prior years to help them produce radio-
dramas in local languages using local actors and emphasizing regional themes which are 
very popular with viewers. 
 
Preservation of Ecosystems 
 
 In 2012, the Foundation gave the Western Lands Project (WLP) an additional 
$5,000.00 in general support for their program, the goal of which has been to keep public 
lands public. They have recently expanded to include all forms of privatization. Their 
multifaceted strategy includes the organization’s role as a government watchdog, citizen 
outreach and aid to shape national policy regarding guardianship of public lands. Legal 
challenges to land sales and swaps often take years to settle and the WPL lawyers 
contesting these deals need financial and moral support to persevere. Their mission is to 
scrutinize public land trades, sales, giveaways, and any attempt to privatize public land, 
and its impacts on habitat and wildlife, natural resources, land use and communities. 
Their project monitoring scrutinizes all of the estimated 200 land deals proposed annually 
by the Bureau of Land Management, US Forest Service or National Park Service and any 
other federal policy that threatens public lands or the public interest. They reluctantly 
challenged the wisdom of the Interior Department’s industrial-solar development of our 
dessert ecosystems which essentially amounted to privatization of the land scraped raw, 
utterly transformed, fenced off and leased for 30-50 years as a permanently industrialized 
region. They have advocated a “Solar Done Right” initiative emphasizing distributed 
generation – the localized, efficient, democratic and cost-effective alternative which puts 
solar on rooftops and in the built environment. You can read more about their efforts on 
their website at:  http://westernlands.org.  
 
 Project Seahorse, based at the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, 
received $5,000 in 2012 to aid their program to save three species of seahorse which had 
been designated as “Urgent Concern” during the Convention in International Trade in 
Endangered Species in Wild Fauna and Flora. Funds they received from our Foundation 
were used to travel to Thailand to catalyze research and conservation efforts needed to 
help secure Thailand’s seahorses. The trip was highly successful with agreements in 
place to carry on research on seahorse life history and population status and institute 
controls on sustainable seahorse trade. In addition, Viet Nam has been inspired to join 
with the effort to study and protect their seahorses. 
 
 Dr. Eric Gilman at the Hawaii Pacific University has been awarded a grant of 
$5,000 to support his global study assessing transparency of Regional Fisheries 
Management Systems (RFMO’s). Marine capture fisheries are a major contribution to 
food security and livelihoods worldwide. Studies of their ecosystem-based governance of 
bycatch and discards resulted in a publication in a professional journal and enabled a 
detailed assessment of transparency by one of the tuna RFMOs. The Blue Ocean Institute 
has posted the technical report on their website and the author has been invited to 
contribute to the website of the International Sustainable Seafood Foundation. 



 Dr. Truong Quang Tam has been awarded a grant of $5,000 to study floral 
diversity in the Hon Ba Nature Reserve in Vietnam. He is interested in not only 
documenting the plants of the area, but also the local knowledge of wildlife in this unique 
area. He is still in the middle of his studies and promises a full report soon. 
 
 The National Wilderness Stewardship Alliance was awarded a startup grant of 
$1,000 to aid with their mission to develop a growing network of volunteer-based 
organizations to provide stewardship for America’s enduring resource of wilderness. 
They are providing organizational and technical support to dozens of wilderness groups 
from Alaska to Alabama as well as aiding individuals interested in starting new groups. 
The Alliance is partnering with federal agencies to help preserve the nation’s 110 million 
remaining acres of wilderness in 42 states, providing nationwide volunteers to work on 
such issues as maintaining/enhancing air and water quality, removing invasive species 
and holding accountable federal agencies charged with wilderness protection. 
 
Environmental Education 

 
Amy Dickman, a member of the Wildlife Conservation Research Unit 

(WildCRU) based at the University of Oxford, received $5,000 from our Foundation in 
2012 to continue her study on field ecology and conservation in the Ruaha National Park 
in the middle of Tanzania. Her focus has been to mitigate conflict between native 
tribesmen and the carnivores, including lions, cheetahs and leopards which inhabit this 
area and are becoming endangered species.  By teaching villagers how to better protect 
their flocks with fences and paying them for domestic animals documented to have been 
killed by carnivores, there has been progress in reducing traps and carnivore deaths from 
hunting. They have now reached 10,000 villagers with their educational outreach 
including school children, and have significantly reduced carnivore attacks in a number 
of villages. 

 
Earlier Year Grants 
 
 The Vermont Center for Ecostudies has continued its mapping of vernal pools in 
the state, first by arial survey with follow-up ground surveys. These areas are particularly 
important for breeding amphibians as they are temporary pools which are not inhabited 
by predator fish. Documenting the location of such pools is important in identifying them 
as in need of future protection. 
 
 Downeast Lakes Land Trust, supported in previous years, continues to oversee 
their precious forests and lakes. A recently completed documentary series of the 
Visionaries has profiled the Downeast Lakes Land Trust which began airing on PBS 
stations around the country this year. This film highlights the stories of people all around 
the world that are working to make a positive difference in their community and beyond. 
It can be viewed on their website at www.downeastlakes.org.  
 
 In 2011, the Foundation supported the Small Grants Program of the Prairie Biotic 
Research, Inc., with $500. The entire gift went to researchers which provided partial 



underwriting for 17 grants in 2012 and 20 grants in 2013. These grants are awarded to 
individuals pursuing field-oriented basic research on U.S. prairies and savannas. 
 
 The Foundation provided support in 2010 and 2011 for the Wild Earth Guardians 
to provide summer internships for several young lawyers to work with them on their 
wide-ranging initiatives. These have included a historic settlement agreement with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service via the Secured Endangered Species Act to protect 54 
imperiled species. They have been involved with many endangered species advocacy 
campaigns for wolves, wolverines and more than 850 imperiled species. Their recent 
campaign to protect marine species through petitions and lawsuits helps to protect 
imperiled species threatened by exploitation and habitat loss, including the Great white 
shark, the dusky shark, the sperm whale and the queen conch. 
 

GRANTS: September 1, 2011 to August 31, 2012 
               Date         Amount 
Eric L. Gilman. Collection of information on performance of      2012 $5,000  
 Global Regional Fisheries Management, Hawaii College of  
 Natural Sciences. 
 
Project Seahorse, Thailand, Dr. Sarah Foster        2012 $5,000 
 Saving Thailand’s threatened seahorses 
 University of British Columbia, Vancouver, B.C. 
 
 National Wilderness Stewardship Alliance, Chris Brown       2012 $1,000 
 Seed grant to support U.S. wilderness stewardship groups 
 
PCI Media Impact, Sean Southey          2012 $2,000 

For their program in 27 countries worldwide including 
15 Eastern Caribbean States to support programs involving 
 climate change, biodiversity conservation, family planning  
and HIV/AIDS prevention. 

 
Population Media Center (PMC), Bill Ryerson       2012   $5,000 

Program support. Mass media worldwide emphasizing  
education on family planning and a sustainable population. 

 
Ruaha Carnivore Project, Tanzania, Amy Dickman      2012 $5,000 
 Wildlife conservation, program to protect carnivores 
 from local residents. 
 
Trong quang Tam. Floral biodiversity survey in the Hon Be Nature   2012 $5,000   
 Reserve, Khanh Hoa Province, Vietnam 
 
Western Lands Project, Legal action and public outreach.       2012 $5,000 
 Continuing support for watchdog organization monitoring 

government transfers of public land in Western states. 


